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Travellers and council are 
locked in ongoing stalemate 


H AVE you seen one of those ten- 
nis matches where both players 
end up locked in a never-ending 
deuce battle? One gets the 
advantage only to lose the next 
point and its stalemate again. 

This is how Basildon Council must feel 
after its High Court defeat over travellers on 
Wednesday 

In a state versus the state battle it was 
blocked from carrying out evictions of illegal 
traveller sites at Hovefields, Wickford. 

But this is no landmark victory for the trav- 


ellers securing their future in the district, it 
was just a non-definitive verdict from a judge, 
seemingly unwilling to take the responsibili- 
ty of this ongoing situation on his own shoul- 
ders. 

Like Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott, 
he was happy to see the council solely taking 
these major decisions which really should be 
the responsibility of the nation. 

Mr Justice Ouseley has not saved the day 
for the travellers because the council can sim- 
ply retake its decision, taking into account 
the few points he raised. 

All he has done is to ensure another round 


of lengthy legal rallies at an ever mounting 
cost to local taxpayers and more uncertainty 
for the travellers. 

While this all carries on the real solution - 
more legal sites being built - continues to 
NOT happen. 

Prescott’s half-hearted attempt to designate 
sites through regional authorities will take 
years to come to fruition, unless the law is 
changed to force all councils to set aside land. 

Until then Basildon Council will probably 
keep burning through your money as it fights 
blindfolded with its hands tied behind its 
back. 



■ Under threat - the area marked at James Hornsby School could be turned into housing 


Grey document 
is challenging 

THEY kept us waiting... but Basildon’s 
Labour group has finally released its 
response to proposals in the Basildon Town 
Centre masterplan. 

The “Challenging the Grey” document 
outlines the group’s counter-vision for the 
future of the town over the next 20 years. 
Sadly it looks like it’s going to be a dud. 
Challenging the Grey sounds like an attack on 
old people The brochure looks amateurish. 
But moreover, the substance isn’t there - it 
attacks the number of homes proposed, but 
fails to say where alternatives would go and 
introduces grandiose schemes like expensive 
tree-lined bridges into Gloucester Park, with 
no talk of how they will be paid for. 


Stop selling off school land 


EDUCATION bosses fear the 
number of homes set to be 
huilt across Basildon will 
place extra burdens on 
already stretched schools. 
Whenever consulted over 
major housing proposals they 
are the first to stress the need 
for developers to commit cash 
towards expanding schools 
and increasing pupil places. 
Their stance comes as no 
surprise - every year parents 
In places such as Laindon 
contact the Echo to moan how 
hey can’t get their kids into 


schools just a stone’s throw 
away from their homes. But 
here’s the great paradox. 

While Essex County Council 
warns more schools will be 
needed, it is systematically 
selling off any spare school 
land it jieeds to - you’ve 
guessed it to cash in on 
housing. 

The former Fryerns school site 
with its empty classes will 
have around 600 homes. 
Former school land next to Lee 
Chapel Primary School is up 
for grabs and now playing 


fields at James Hornsby 
School are ripe for 100 homes. 
According to the Department 
for Education and Skills, 
school fields should only go as 
a last resort - so let’s hope it 
sticks to its word and blocks 
this madcap idea when it 
comes to a decision later this 
month. 

The county council should 
vow to hang on to these 
precious school sites because 
it is clear they are going to be 
needed for schools in the 
future. 


Bad comparison 

CAN a man of the doth 
really believe what he 
says when he likens 
planning enforcement 
against travellers to the 
atrocities of real ethnic 
cleansing in the 
Holocaust and the 
Bosnian conflict? 

If I had lost relatives to 
the sickening acts of 
the Nazi regime, who 
set up death camps to murder gipsies and 
Jews, I would take offence to Wickford ’s 
Father John Glynn’s loose-lipped 
comparisons between that and illegal green 
belt development being removed. 



■ John Glynn 


s gone so quickly 
oria Button and 
and Charles, from South 
lham tferrers, celebrated 
irs of marriage. 

her for lunch in 
on last week and she 
t say anything about 
igagement. She looked 
'happy, though. 1 and 
m Lee, who does her 


Quotes 


OF THE WEEK 


announced her engagement Cliff ffnrri*™*’* 
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It has been a very 
emotional experience for 
each of us and it is 
incredible that we worked 
alongside one another at 
Morrisons for so long 
without realising - Ted 
Mansfield worked alongside 
George Argent at Morrisons 
on Convey for more than a 


sell them all - Nick 
Clement, 25, the owner of 
Who One book shop , in 
Hawk Hill Battlesbridge, 
claims he has the largest 
collection of Doctor Who 
books in the world. 

The kids congregate there at 
night « — 1 





